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INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS FOR COMMUNICATION STUDIES

Communication studies, being interdisciplinary from the onset, strongly depend on the input from the neighboring fields.  It happens this way because at the end of the XXth century interdisciplinary studies concentrate mainly on their objects, not on the methods of investigation.  This target-orientation of communication studies makes linguistic approaches especially relevant because they allow to be better equipped for dealing with the main component of communication, namely verbal communication.

Linguistic approaches to language studies differ significantly due to the vastness and multifaceted character of the object.  In this course the goal is to look into those linguistic approaches that study language as means of communication.  In this aspect the given course differs significantly from more traditional descriptive 'Introduction to Language Studies' courses.  The main dichotomy laid out below is between the Language as the human cognitive ability and the languages manifesting various ways of categorization and expression of this ability.  Another issue is that language formation rules are analyzed from within the act of communication perspective.

The practical goal of this course is to provide the students with knowledge of basic concepts that will prepare them to study different aspects of verbal communication.

Required literature:
1.  Stephen C. Levinson.  Pragmatics. Cambridge University Press, 1983.  P. 1-47, 97-166, 226-277.

2.  Kibrik, A.E. Lingvisticheskiye Postulaty. In: Ocherki po obshchim i prikladnym voprosam yazykoznaniya. M., 1992, pp. 17-27.

3.  William Foley, Robert Van Valin.  Functional Syntax and Universal Grammar. Cambridge University Press, 1984. (Excerpts).

Additional reading: 

1.  Gillian Brown, George Yule.  Discourse Analysis. Cambridge University Press, 1983.  P. 1-26 (Introduction: linguistic forms and functions).

2.  Grice, H.P. Logic and Conversation. In: P.Cole, J.Morgan (eds.), Syntax & Semantics, vol.3, Speech Acts, N.Y. Acad. Press, 1975.

LECTURES OUTLINE

LECTURES #1 and #2
Part 1:  LANGUAGE

Introduction to the course. 

1. Discussion: Students' background and expectations for the course. Language                                                                                                   from the point of view of a native speaker.

2. The aspects languages can be studied from. Placing linguistics within the context of humanities. Cognitive linguistics: a new theory, or a new name. The notion of theory in linguistics. Some examples. The scope of the course. Topics to be left out.

Introduction:--> to enhance interest in approaching language as the most charachteristic and special feature of humans;

--> to compare with traditional descriptive approach to language as a set of different levels/layers (very far from life, too academic);

Languages from the point of view of a native speaker:

- First encounter with language-related problems;

--> learning to read & to write;

--> studying grammar (native- vs. second-language);

--> problems arising in the proces of creative writing;

- An overview of native speaker, non-linguist beliefs about language - a naive picture of language:

The aspects languages can be studied from (not to exclude each other):

- levels/strata

- history/contemporary situation

- description/prescription

- use of certain theory/working out your own theory

- description/creating models 

- general problems/descriptions of certain languages (language groups, dialects)

- written/spoken language

- natural/artificial languages

- what else you can think of
Placing linguistics within the context of humanities and social sciences. 

- going by various approaches:          

--> literary discourse studies;

--> literary criticism (hermeneutics);

--> philosophy;

--> history (archaeology/paleontology);

--> anthropology (study of society);     

--> sociology;                           

--> artificial intelligence;

--> rhetorics (communication);

--> applied linguistics (teaching, studying, translating, interpreting etc);

Cognitive linguistics: a new theory/a new approach/a new name ???

- a notion of theory in linguistics

e.g. a theory of case // a generative theory // nostratic theory

LECTURE #3 AND #4


Act of Communication and its Participants.

3. Syntagmatic and paradigmatic aspects of LANGUAGE. Speech acts and their characteristics. Successful communication and its requirements.

4. Language as an instrument of social behaviour. The role of the addressee. Conversation and discourse. Analysis and discussion of a communication sample. Use of LANGUAGE for manipulating public opinion.

     Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic Aspects of LANGUAGE.

     ‑‑> types of objects to refer to:

     ‑  
grammar vs. discourse (parts of speech vs. phrase structure)

     ‑  
passive as an example of a grammar category with discourse implications

     ‑‑> syntagmatic perspective ‑ units to operate with:

     ‑  
discourse vs. conversation

     ‑  
utterances (speech acts) and how they correlate with    sentences

     Various characteristics of utterances.

     ‑‑> studying meaning: semantics vs. pragmatics

     ‑  
truth/false conditions

     ‑  
a theory that `computes out' of sentences the contexts  which they encode (an example of a dialogue0)

     ‑‑> Deixis: the ways in which languages encode or

         grammaticalize features of the context of utterance.

         or speech event

     ‑  
personal deixis;

     ‑  
spatial deixis;

     ‑  
temporal deixis;

     ‑  
textual deixis;

     ‑  
social deixis.

     Conclusion: act of communication (speech event); its participants and other characteristics

     ‑‑> Speech Acts: illocutionary forces vs. propositional

         contents

     ‑  
performatives vs. constatives; felicity conditions

     ‑  
types of acts/forces

     ‑  
indirect speech acts

     ‑‑> Presuppositions: on the border of semantics and pragmatics

     ‑  
definitions (an utterance A pragmatically presupposes a proposition B iff A is appropriate only if B is mutually known by participants);

     ‑ 

examples (King of France is wise; Even John has solved the problem; John is sorry/is unhappy/regrets//is happy/is proud that he has eaten all the pie;)

     ‑  
other types of presuppositions (please, close the door!)

     ‑‑> Conversational Implicatures: generation of inferences

         beyond the semantic content of the sentences uttered, or

         to cover what simple logic can not.

     ‑ 

the Co‑operative principle and its maxims: of Quality,  Quantity, Relevance and Manner (petrol; she has 4 children; time & milkman; ....)
     ‑  
exploitations of the maxims (Teheran;)

     Successful Communication and its requirements

     ‑‑> an interview as an information‑seeking conversation

     ‑  
role of the addressee (audience);

     ‑  
felicity conditions (see earlier);

     ‑  
matching background knowledge;

     ‑‑> basic propositional structure and its three features:

     ‑  
types of illocution (communicative impulses + speech

        strategies);

     ‑  
set of referents (participants);

     ‑  
set of situations associated with the referents.

     ‑‑> communicative intentions and communicative impulses

     ‑  
types of communicative impulses in an information‑seeking conversation:

        
requesting information, providing information, refusing

        
to provide information.

     ‑‑> Speech Strategies as way of deviation from an information dialogue

     ‑

compliance with the Co‑operative Principle, Principle of Politeness and Face‑Threatening/Face‑Saving Strategies;

     ‑‑> Sample analysis

     ‑ 
requesting information type of impulse (no direct questions; only motivated, manipulative, depersonalized, or face‑saving questions);  why?

     ‑ 
to evade communication traps (in the case of an interview means not to commit yourself: promising some concrete actions, giving evaluations, boasting, rejecting your own previous statements, admitting your own mistakes)

LECTURE #5 & #6

Language Acquisition.

5. First language acquisition, or what does a baby need in order to start speaking. Innate capacities and learned behaviour. Role of the environment and social interactions.

6. Second language acquisition. Cognitive approach and justification for the "play-and-learn", role-based techniques. A sample model imitating first-language-acquisition process..

The Social and Communicative Bases of Language
--> Language Socialization


--
socialization through the use of language;


--
socialization to use language


--
comprehension vs. production

Cognition and Language: which comes first
--> Language Development Models


--
Behavioral


--
Psycholinguistic: syntactic // cognitive


--
Sociolinguistic


--> Cognitive Development


--
Piaget and his theory: shemata (organized patterns of reacting to stimuli); organization and adaptation (assimilation and accomodation); equilibrium with environment; stages of development;


--
an information-processing theory;


--
a theory theory

--> Learning First Language


--
early language learning; stages


--
what is Motherese

--> Interaction of Cognitive/Language Development

Second Language Acquisition
--> Differences as Compared with First Language 


--
age, social and pragmatic orientation;


--
cognitive aspects;


--
teacher/student relations; problem of methodology;

--> Various Approaches to Language Learning


--
Slobin's universal principles;


--
role-based, play-and-learn approaches


--
cognitive-based & pragmatics-based approaches: modelling a database building (concrete speech events, not just sentences, or words; communicative environment, deictic anchors, "here-and-now" approach; role of modality; concrete observable vocabulary) 

LECTURE 7 & 8

Components of the Communication Act: analysis.

7. Types of information one sentence can bear. Various levels of analysis as opposed to language production (pragmatic, semantic, syntactic, morphological).

8. Linguistic units used at various levels of analysis. Their correlations and interaction.

Two ways to look at relations between meaning and form:
--> semantics is a separate level of language representation


-
narrow variant: semantics vs pragmatics;


-
broader variant: semantic representation includes all the information relevant (needed for a correct interpretation of the utterance);

--> semantic representation is essential at all levels


-
empiric approach to linguistic data with a close look at forms breaking them into classes and eliciting their meanings; multiplication of context related meanings;


-
a starting point for a description are meanings in whatever shape, on whatever level of linguistic analysis (a cyclic process shifting between inductive taxonomy and deductive production-oriented approaches);

--> relationship between ideas and language forms is a motivated    one:


-
e.g. experiential constructions in Russian
Meanings expressed by language forms: going by levels:
--> phonetics:


-
traditionally: no signs - no meanings;


-
functional interpretations on the level of "pure phonetics"

--> phonology:


-
features;


-
functional interpretation of a "feature" in a certain language: /t/ vs /d/ in E (aspirative/non-aspirative), G (strong/weak), R (voiceless/voiced);

--> morphology:


-
meanings of the morphemes per se;


-
the role of these meanings for the system; their function (substantive vs relational; cf. Dual in Russian);

--> syntax:


-
what is a minimal pair in syntax:

it seems to me that he is arrogant vs he seems to be arrogant to me; passive; change of roles (napkin example);

Meanings/functions that emerge in the process of communication and those to be found through the system 
--> communication, or discourse-oriented meanings:


-
denotative statuses;


-
non-conventional metaphors;

--> system, or grammar-oriented meanings:


-
specific - abstract - generalized situations;


-
conventional metaphors, primary meanings of the polysemic words; 


-
prototypical members of the categories - lexical (birds) and grammatical (states in Russian);

LECTURE #9 & #10
From the Communicative Intention Towards the Sentence.

9. A variety of means to express the "same meaning". The problem of homonymy. Functionalist vs generative perspectives.

10. Role of language metaphors in creating both: new ways of saying things and new knowledge about things.

Different types (components) of semantic representation: how they are usually manifested through language.
--> situational (propositional) component: 


-
main informational component; outward - regarding the speech act itself;


-
most "prestigious"; in the center of researchers' attention;


-
sentence as the (prototypical) means of its language manifestation

--> deictic component:


-
part of this is never expressed, but commonly shared by the speech act participants;


-
prototypical means of manifestation are personal and deictic pronouns/words;


-
overlapping with the situational component; anomalies of the pronominal systems

--> "communicative" (delineative) component


-
original, non-linear meanings are to be ranged out according to various strategies of presenting information (topic vs focus distinctions, which embrace old/new, given/new, thematic/rhematic structures); cognitive notion of activation and anaphora;

--> referential component:


-
a relational aspect of meaning - to actualize the form into an utterance pointing to the objects in the real world it describes;


-
manifestations: articles, number, deictic and quantifiying pronouns (this, somebody, someone, any), contrastive words (just, only);

--> modal component:


-
also relational component; provides information about speaker's attitudes towards the factual truth of the proposition; a notion of multiple worlds; not a discreete scale;


-
manifesting means: moods, modal verbs, modal particles, introductive words and metatext;

--> logical component:


-
logical connections between types of knowledge: general vs specific knowledge; presumptive knowledge


-
epistemology and evidentiality - knowledge from the point of view of its source, quality, ways of verification;


-
language means: special words (allegedly), special types of particles, pronouns (logophoric), structure of an utterance;

--> emotional component


-
evaluations (good/bad), perlocutionary intentions, emotional (psychophysical) state of the speaker;


-
prosodic elements: intonation, pace, rythm; lexical choices;

--> illocutionary component

Functionalist vs Generative Perspectives
--> A variety of ways to express the same meaning // arrive at        the same function (different explanations)


-
"navigating" through semantic components;


-
semantic representation, or semantic interpretation

Semantic Representation from the Notational Point of View
--> schemes, scenarios, scripts, semantic nets


-
semantic frames as means of capturing the essentials of a situation in the real world;

-->  notion of a basic propositional structure:


-
proposition, predicates, and arguments


-
formal logics origin;


-
language specific aspects of this type of formalism (events and participants) and their classification

-->  semantic roles: 


-
obligatory and facultative; 


-
core roles: Actor, Patient//Undergoer, Goal//Addressee

LECTURE 11 & 12
From the Communicative Intention Towards the Sentence:

From Initial to  Derivational Structures

11. Interaction of grammar and vocabulary. Types of vocabularies needed for the model. Functional approach to grammar.

12. Syntactic processes. Foregrounding and backgrounding of information. 

Speaking about Initial Propositional Structure: 
-->  predicate-argument, or frame, structure of a situation

     -    specific, abstract, generic, generalized situations;

     -    semantic roles (Actor, Patient//Undergoer,

          Goal//Addressee);

-->  participants of a situation to be verbalized AND evoked

     (through associative connections in the data base, or directly

     from perception) frames of generalized situations related to

     them determine initial generalized structure (GAME);  

     -    relevant components//participants: players, name of the

          game, units, measures of success, types of rewards

-->  semantic/pragmatic/communicative characteristics of

     participants of the situation (activity hierarchy,

     characteristics of a speech event, binary semantic

     oppositions) determine a set of participants currently

     involved in the situation, semantic roles AND AS A RESULT a

     predicate structure with a specific verb;

     -    strategies for determining Actor (speaker > paricipant in

          speaker's attention focus > participant at the top of

          activity hierarchy

     -    strategies for determining Patient (Patient vs Actor;

          Patient vs peripheral participants)

-->  two types of dicitonaries to be used as a resourse at these

     stages 

     -    a database for a situational fragment of world picture, 

     -    a lexical entry, verbal database;

An overview of a process of shaping out a syntactic structure

--> A notion of syntactic relations

     -    obligatory and facultative relations on the verb; notion

          of a core, or nuclear, part of the structure

     -    hierarchy of syntactic relations and desemantization of

          its upper part 

--> A notion of Pragmatic Importance of a participant: dimensions

     and types of scales; 

     -    great & low (the greater - the more explicit; the lower -

           the more reduced)`;

     -    dominance scale, activation scale, information scale

     -    how languages can be different in this aspect (role vs 

          reference oriented languages);

--> A derivational structure definition:

     -    not a prototypical assignment of semantic roles entailing

          some changes in the propositional structure (markers on

          the verb, choice of a non-prototypical predicate)

--> Syntactic structure building is a compromise of various    

     priorities: 

     -    combining initial propositional strucutures on a micro

          level - local coherence;

     -    using language mechanisms to manifest Pragmatic

          Importance  of certain pieces of information - fore- and

          backgrounding.

LECTURES 13 & 14
Part 2: Languages
Differences and similarities between languages of the world.

13.  Historical (diachronic) approach to languages. Linguistic families. Indo-European languages and the others. Modern comparative linguistics, and the notion of language dialects.

14. Linguistic typology. Problems of description and explanation. 

Historical (diachronic) approach to languages
-->
Notion of language change:


-
borrowings vs. regular similarities;


-
systematicity of regular similarities within a language family


-
correspondences between language forms: their status, their "reality"

-->
Comparative method and reconstruction:


-
the "genealogy tree": the concept of separation; pra- and proto- segments of the tree

-->
The Indo-European family: a case study


-
Romance, Celtic, Germanic, Baltic, Slavic, Indo-Iranian families of languages, Greek, Armenian, Hittite, Albanian, Tokharic languages.


-
history of discovery; some prominent features of the language type


-
dialectal differences interfering with the system

-->
Schmidt's wave theory; the concept of isoglosses


-
linguistic geography and the study of dialects;


-
what can and what can not be discovered by this method

-->
Studying dialects


-
within a language with a "central" (written) variant;


-
for the newly described languages;


-
notion of an idiom.

Linguistic typology: problems of description and explanation
-->
Main directions of a typological analysis:


-
functional approach; constructions, not paradigms; characterizing constructions, not languages


-
Head- vs Dependent Marking Constructions: relations between syntax and morphology


-
Role- vs Reference Oriented Constructions: relations between semantics and syntax;  

-->
Basic structure of the clause:


-
Accusative/Ergative/Active Constructions;


-
head marked - verbal agreement; dependent marked - cases;

-->
Intraclausal typology: polypredicate constructions and sentences


-
Equi-NP deletion; Subject and Object Raising


-
Relative Clauses formation strategies;


-
Coordinate constructions

-->
Typology of means of subsidiary reference

->
Typology of word order:


-
Existence of a basic word order;


-
SVO  -  SOV   -   OVS  - OSV  -  VSO  -  VOS

-->
Conclusion: should typological studies use primarily deductive or inducive methods, or not; how many languages does one need to make a typology; ways to objectivize the procedures.

Achievements of typological approaches in language studies.

15. Typology of Ergativity. Typology of Voice. 

16. Typology of Word Order. 

Achievements of typological approaches in language studies (continued.).

17. Typology of Clause Combining.

18. Typology of Nomination Means.

Linguistic methodology.

19. Problem solving as a method for manifestation of language structures. 

20. Field linguistics. 

Formalism in linguistics

21. Introduction to formal theories.

22. Computational Linguistics.

