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RCA News

OUR BEST WISHES

Dear colleagues,
We wish you a very happy new year! May you have inspiration, creativity in your work, new discoveries, success in all your endeavors. Be happy!

RCA Coordination Committee.

RCA  REGIONAL  BRANCH  REGISTRATION

A regional RCA branch was officially registered as a regional non-governmental organization of communication professionals , named “Metacommunication” (“MetaCom”), the registration number is 1026100004259. The founders of the regional RCA branch are I. N. Rozina, Y. V. Dashko, S.S. Svetashev.

Regional groups of RCA activists are welcome to  ask Irina Rozina to consult them on the registration procedure and request a sample package of papers necessary for legal registration of regional RCA branches; Irina Rozina can be contacted at rozina@iubip.ru.
RCA REPRESENTATION AT THE us nATIONAL cOMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION ANNUAL METING IN NEW ORLEANS, LA IN 2002 

This year the RCA had a broad representation at the annual  National Communication Association convention, which was held  on November 21-24 in New Orleans, CA.  The RCA, together with its  International Committee  (Dr. Steven Beebe, Southwest Texas State University as  chair),  had a Business meeting and a panel "Communication in Action in Russia: Building Russian and U.S. Partnerships in Teaching and Research" focused on the results the  Pyatigorsk conference in June.  Also, as RCA President, I gave a presentation at the business meeting of the World Communication Association (WCA).  

At the RCA business meeting we discussed further cooperation among Russian and American universities and scholars; we also took a closer look at two issues of the current RCA projects: (1) how to organize overseas shipping of communication books  from American universities to Russian universities; and (2) how American communication scholars  can help with developing the RCA site – by sharing  professional information ( bibliographies and lists of communication sources, syllabi, links to useful Internet sites, etc.). One of the major challenges regarding book shipment is paying the shipping expenses. Sending books to Russia could cost up to 100-200 hundred US dollars (if sent by the lowest rate, it is roughly a dollar/lb.). That is why most university departments with “extra” books hesitate to take on the task. The participants of our discussion, representatives of different universities, decided that it is necessary to search for fund raising opportunities and sponsors, which may take some time. At this time we agreed to look into different opportunities locally and come back to this question at the end of January 2003. We would appreciate any suggestions on this matter. The coordinators are Victor Shakhovsky (VSPU shakhov@vspu.ru) and Nancy Jackson (Clemson University,  nancyj@clemson.edu).

As far as the problem of developing the RCA site is concerned, American colleagues expressed their immediate readiness to share the materials from current Internet sites (individual as well as department sites). Among those who offered their help, are such distinguished scholars as Dr. Donal Carbaugh (communication ethnography, intercultural communication), Dr. James McСroskey (nonverbal communication, communication competence), Dr. Em Griffin (the author of a very popular textbook on Communication Theory), Dr. Robert Craig (communication studies as a field, communication theory), etc. In addition, several publishing houses specializing in communication (Sage Publications, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates), and also the World Communication Association agreed to link to our web site.   The WCA leadership sees this as one of the first steps in the cooperation between the two associations. 

In general, I can say that the RCA presence at the NCA conference has increased considerably, which I believe to be a direct result of our establishing an official partnership with the NCA.  The interest in who we are and what we do  has also increased. More and more often American scholars ask me to be an intermediary and help establish contacts with Russian scholars specializing in particular research fields (for example, right now all the research related to Bakhtin is very popular in the US, and American scholars are looking for partners in this field). I believe that launching our website with a database of participants can help to accelerate the process of establishing contacts. This is why creating the website is a priority task for the RCA right now. The manager of this project is Irina Rozina (The Institute of Management, Business, and Justice, Rostov-on-Don, rozina@iubip.ru).  Lev Vasiliev (Kaluga State Pedagogical University, lev@kspu.kaluga.ru) is responsible for developing the database.

Our first conference in Pyatigorsk last June played an important role in attracting American scholars for cooperation  with Russia. At the NCA meeting that was devoted to the results of this conference (“Communication in Action in Russia: Building Russian and U.S. Partnerships in Teaching and Research") most of the participants were very enthusiastic about sharing their impressions (both professional and personal) of their visit to Russia and working with Russian colleagues. Judging by their responses, many of them liked their Russian experience so much, that now they are planning their participation in our second conference in Rostov-on-Don. 

Planning participation in the next NCA conference

The next NCA conference will take place in November 2003 in Miami Beach, Florida. The general theme of the conference is "Reaching Out/Reaching In."  A more detailed description of the conference can be found at the NCA site:  http://www.natcom.org). 

The RCA leadership is planning for two RCA sessions: one will be conceptual The Challenge of Introducing Modern Communication Practices and Theories: how to reach out to a changing Russia, and the other will be a business meeting devoted, among other things, to preparation of the next RCA conference in Rostov. Those who would like to participate can send their application request to the RCA President Olga Matyash (oimatyas@ori.net or omatyash@iupui.edu), the deadline is February 2003. We hope that in spite of financial difficulties, Russian scholars will be able to take part in this important event uniting communication specialists from all over the world. 
Olga Matyash, RCA President

(In the attachment to this newsletter you can read impressions of the conference written by Alexei Matveev and Sergey Zolotukhin) 
CONFERENCES
CONFERENCE at MOSCOW STATE LINGUISTIC UNIVESRSITY 

“METHODS OF MODERN Communication: problems of thEory 

and social practice” (Moscow, 2002)

During November 27-29, 2002 Moscow State Linguistic University held an international conference “Methods of modern communication: Problems of theory and social practice” headed by Dr. I.I. Khaleeva and Dr. V.N. Pereverzeva. The main goal of the conference was uniting specialists’ efforts in the field of linguistics, logics, philosophy, cognitive psychology, informational sciences, theory of decision making, management, public relations and other fields in order to recognize the complexity of modern communication issues and to develop methods of communication in different fields of human activity.

The conference met in three different sections: 

· “Theory of communication” (logical and philosophical, linguistic, cognitive and informational aspects)

· “Communicative informational technologies” (methods of interpersonal, professional and mass communication; methods of communicational influence and informational and psychological manipulation, PR-technologies)

· “Cross-cultural and cross-ethnic communication” (problems of practical application of communication methods in social sphere with an accent on the problems of cross-cultural and cross-ethnic communication).

The decision of the conference was to create a center for developing communication methods at the Moscow State Linguistic University.

9th International conference “russian and the west: 

dialogue of cultures” at moscow state university

The 9th conference “Russia and the West: Dialogue of cultures” took place on November 28-30, 2002 at the School of Foreign Languages of Moscow State University. The panel included Dr. S.G. Ter-Minasova, Dr. V.I. Fatyushchenko, Dr. T.N. Shishkina, Dr. A.V. Pavlovskaia, Dr. I.G. Miloslavsky, Dr. Christine Coombe.  

The new educational program “Regional Study of Russian Federation” produced a great impression on the conference participants. Further the work of the conference went on in eight sections:

Section 1: Translation as an intercultural problem

Section 2: Russia and the West: Problems of mutual perception 

Section 3: Historical context of the interaction of cultures 
Section 4: Problems of cross-cultural communication 
Section 5: Problems of studying national mentality / identity  

Section 6: Socio-cultural component in teaching foreign languages 
Section 7: Problems of comparative study of national literatures 

Section 8: Language and culture 
Conference “languages of professional communication”

at chelyabinsk university 
On October 21-22, 2003 the Academic Laboratory of cross-cultural communication of Chelyabinsk State University together with the Institute of Linguistics of Russian Academy of Science is organizing an international conference “Languages of professional communication”. 

The following theoretical and applied problems in  professional communication are going to be discussed:

1. Status and functions of the language of professional communication.

2. Terminology as a core of special purpose languages. The role of terminology in organizing professional thinking and in representing professional knowledge.

3. Terminology of mathematics, chemistry, economics, law, medicine, etc. as an instrument for professional and science communication.

4. Professional communication in semiotic, cultural, socio-linguistic and lingual-cognitive aspects.

5. Translation problems in the field of professional communication.

6. Speech modeling of professional communication. Professional. speech culture. 

7. The terminology in professional communication.

8. New languages of professional communication.

We are inviting all those interested in developing professional communication in Russia and abroad to take part in the coming conference. 
The deadline for accepting applications for participation and papers for publication is May 30, 2003; you can send materials in hard copies and electronic form to the following address: Laboratory of Cross-cultural Communications, Pobyeda Ave, 162-B, Chelyabinsk, 454084; E-mail:  ligol@csu.ru. In your application please let us know the following: full name, place of work, position, degree, address, telephone, e-mail, fax. The conference fee of 200 rubles should be sent to the same address to Andrey Anatolievich Selyutin. 
The conference papers should be submitted in the form of articles 7 pages long (Word 6.0-7.0, Times New Roman, font size 12, 1.5 line spacing, margins - 2 cm). Publishing of the collection of conference papers is scheduled for the beginning of the conference.

Conference Coordinators

Conference “Social variants of the language – II”

 at Nizhny Novgorod linguistic university

The goal of the conference – promote integration in the field of social dialectology (Dialect Studies)

The conference is going to discuss the following topics: 

1. General issues of social dialectology

2. Social variants of language and lexicography

3. Language specifics in different social groups

· Gender factor in language

· Speech of different age groups

· Influence of education level on the specifics of the native speakers’ speech

· Professional “languages”

4. Jargon, its types and specifics

5. Argot

6. Advertising as a social variant of language

7. Diglossia and its consequences for the language of literature

8. History of social variants of language

The conference will take place on April 24-25, 2003. 
The participants pay for the travel expenses, and board. 

The conference application, topic of the conference presentation, and paper for publication should be sent before March 15, 2003. The text of the presentation should be sent in an electronic form by e-mail philfac@lunn.sci-nnov.ru  or on a floppy disc. The hard copies of the presentations should be sent to the following address: Organizational committee of the conference “Social variants of language”, School of Philology at Dobrolyubov Nizhegorodsky State Linguistic University, Minin St 31-A, Nizhny Novgorod, 603155, Russia. 

The conference fee (150 rubles) should be sent as soon as you receive confirmation that your presentation has been included in the conference program; the fee should be sent to the following address: Natalia Pyatrasovna Dmitrenko, Frunze St. 23 – 20, Nizhny Novgorod, 603155 with a note “registration fee”.

 The papers should be sent in the following format: Word (any version), A4, margins 2.5 cm, font Times New Roman, break line 1.25 cm, single line spacing; center aligned title in cursive in 14 font size, initials and the last name of the author below the title in the right upper corner of the page (font size 14), below the author’s name there should be the name of the author’s hometown (font size 14).  Footnote on pages with separate numbers on each page. There should be no page numbering, no word division. Total text volume should not exceed three pages. If the paper is longer than three pages, each consequent page is paid for separately (50 rubles). The conference committee will not consider any papers longer than five pages.

The information about the participant should be attached to the paper and include the following: last name, first name, patronymic, place of work, degree, home address, telephone, e-mail. You should also notify if you need a hotel or dormitory.

The conference committee has the right to return the papers, the contents of which does not agree with the conference theme, and in case the format does not fit the requirements. 

For further information contact the dean’s office of the School of Philology at (8312)36-18-92; fax: (8312)36-20-49

Conference Coordinators
Publications

In November, 2002 the Institute of Management, Business, and Law (Rostov-on-Don) supported the publishing of the first issue of the RCA collection of research articles, which is a bilingual publication consisting of analytical and review articles of the Russian Communication Association members from different cities of Russia (Rostov-on-Don, Moscow, Samara, Saratov, Kaluga, Volgograd, Perm, Stavropol, Pereslavl-Zalessky). The authors represent leading Russian schools researching communication issues from the standpoint of communication theory, philosophy, logics, linguistics, philology, psychology, economics, sociology, computer science, and with an interdisciplinary approach. Besides, this publication includes two articles of our colleagues from American institutions (City University of New York, University of Memphis, University of Kansas), who are involved in researching development of this field in Russia.

The topics of the research articles encompass a broad scope of problems of communication theory and methods of communication research, communication  competence, international terminology in communication, mass media and PR, business and professional communication, political and other types of discourse, cross-cultural communication, computer-mediated communication, production and perception of language (text) messages, semantics and pragmatics of discourse, technology of communicative and speech processes, philosophical and concrete scholarly problems of communication, argumentation, understanding and other adjacent aspects.  

Applied fields in the publication are education, management, business, judicial and law system, international relations, electronic communication, social work and public relations, journalism, governmental and political system, art, medicine and other fields. We believe that such representation of different approaches,  directions and views on communication of different authors most of whom have degrees in philology, psychology, economics, sociology, philosophy, pedagogy, communication allowed to demonstrate a broad scope of research in communication, their status and further development perspectives in Russia. 

Translations of the articles in the collection of research articles allowed to broaden the reader audience in the world and introduce results of Russian communication research and leading scholars themselves to the world scholarly community. We would like other RCA publications to go on with this approach and present a broader circle of Russian and foreign specialists in the communication theory and practice, and we are inviting everybody interested to present their articles for the coming issues of RCA publication. 

The authors of the articles selected for the two-language publication of collected research articles will get it for free. The cost of the publication for others is 100 rubles (plus shipping expenses). Anybody interested in purchasing the publication should contact Irina Nikolaevna Rozina (e-mail rozina@iubip.ru). 

Collected research articles, Bulletin of Russian Communication Association "Theory of Communication and Applied Communication", Issue 1 / Edited by I.N. Rozina, Rostov-on-Don: Institute of Management, Business and Law Publishing, 2002. - 168 p.

There will be an announcement about a 2003 RCA  collection of articles and the requirements for authors at the beginning of next year. 

Irina N. Rozina

InternationaL cooperation

On December 1-4, 2002 John Parrish-Sprowl, Ph. D., Chair, Professor of Communication Studies, Indiana-Purdue University-Indianapolis, member of RCA International Committee visited Volgograd State Pedagogical University. His agenda for the visit included meetings with the university management and leading professors involved in communication studies.  In addition, Dr. Parrish-Sprowl read three lectures on communication theory for undergraduate and graduate students of the university. During his visit much attention was paid to cooperation between Indiana-Purdue University Indianapolis and Volgograd State Pedagogical University, especially joint scholarly activities, discussion of how to make communication studies an academic subject in Russia and publication of a bilingual bulletin of collected research articles of leading Russian and American professors. 

On December 5-6, 2002 at Rostov-on-Don Institute of Management, Business, and Law Dr. Parrish-Sprowl led a two-day seminar "Business Communication". Participants of the seminar were professors and students of the institute, and representatives of the business community of Rostov-on-Don involved in consulting services. Two previous seminars were devoted to cross-cultural communication and communication theory and practice. The next seminar will be held as a part of a RCA summer school in June, 2003. 

Dear Colleagues!

We are looking forward to working with you and inviting you to contribute to future issues of the newsletter. Let us know about your news, conferences, new publications, dissertations, etc. 
We would be happy to work together!
Newsletter Editor:

Olga Leontovich. Email: olgaleo@vspu.ru или olgaleo@vlink.ru 

