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Dear colleagues,

This is a first issue of the RCA Newsletter. We are planning to inform you about the newest developments in the field of communication studies in Russia and abroad. From the very start we would like to invite you to become our active co-authors. Please send us the information about new publications, upcoming conferences, seminars and other events, initiate discussions of interesting issues. Send your emails to Olga Leontovich olgaleo@vspu.ru   or    olgaleo@hotmail.com
RCA News

Today the Association includes 121 members from Russia, U.S.A., Germany, Yugoslavia, etc. Members of the Coordination Committee: Olga Matyash (President, Syracuse University); Olga Leontovich (Volgogard State Pedagogical University), Mikhail Makarov (Tver State University), Irina Rozina (Rostov State Pedagogical University), Lev Vassilyev (Kaluga State Pedagogical University), Steven Beebe (Southwest Texas University), Robert Ivie (Indiana University), Kenneth Johnson (Syracuse University).

Current Tasks 

· creation of the RCA web site;

· organization of the electronic discussion forum;

· grant seeking to support the RCA development;

· preparation for the 2002 joint RCA and NCA Conference;

· organization of a working group to develop a glossary of communicative terminology.

Conferences

Every year the U.S. National Communication Association (NCA) organizes large-scale conferences, or conventions, in different cities and regions of the US. The 2000 NCA Convention took place on the West Coast, in the city of Seattle. Olga Matyash took part in it as an RCA representative and today shares her impressions with us:

The NCA conference brought together over 4,500 people. Most of the professional discussions were held in the form of sessions organized by various NCA divisions. The number of sessions and the variety of topics discussed were so great that it is hard to describe all of them.  Here are some examples to give you an idea:

· Exploring Interpersonal Conflict Dynamics: Contempt, Sequencing, Perception, and Tactics (Peace and Conflict Communication Commission) 

· Feminist Scholarship in Communication: Visions, Dilemmas, Action (Feminist and Women Studies Division)

· Forms of Cultural Communication: Structure, Metaphor, Translation, and Style (Language and Social Interaction Division) 

· Leadership Processes in Organizations (Organizational Communication Division) 

· International and Intercultural Organizational Communication (Organizational Communication Division) 

· Heterosexualities (Gay/Lesbian/Вisexual/Transgender Communication Studies Division) 

· Interpersonal Communication Instruction: Curricula, Textbook Authors, and Publishers (Table Talk Series) 

· Violent Video Games and Hostility (Mass Communication Division) 

· Roundtable: Linking Theory to Practice in Intercultural Communication (international and Intercultural Communication Division) 

· Roundtable Discussion Among Academic-practitioners and Business leaders (Organizational Communication Division) 

· Alternative Spiritual Rhetoric: Engaging Culture through Symbol and Metaphor (religious Communication Association) 

· Tic Toc: Techniques, Ideas, and Concepts for Teaching Organizational Communication (Organizational Communication Division) 

· Women, Aging, and Identity: Influences of Health (Communication and Aging Commission) 

· Political Discourse: Terms, Strategies, and the Public Sphere (Political Communication Division) 

In addition to regular sessions, the participants could attend other events, including:

· One-day preconferences. For example, I participated in the preconference "Engaged Organizational Communication in the New Economy" held by the Organizational Communication Division. The preconference participants were interested in discussing various communication issues of what can be called  “modern economy” (most of the participants were scholars who are engaged in both teaching Organizational Communication at a university level and doing organizational consulting and training at various companies). The following papers can give you an  idea about the  topics discussed: Challenges To Employee Identity in the New Economy;  “Managing Diversity": A Metaphor of the Marketplace;  How do Employees and Organizations Manage Uncertainty? Measurement, Applications, and Research Directions. When I introduced the Russian Communication Association, a number of participants expressed their interest in getting to know more about it.  Particularly, they would like to make contacts with those of you who might be doing organizational communication teaching, consulting, and training. Unfortunately, I did not have such contacts at hand - presently I am not aware of what Russian institutions might be doing this kind of work, but if any of the RCA members are interested in developing such contacts, I'll be happy to facilitate them.

· Short courses, equivalent to what we might call instructional seminar.   Those are typically recommended to instructors who start developing a new course and might be interested to know how it is being taught by experienced colleagues. At the end of a seminar, participants usually get a package including a textbook and teaching instructional materials on the course. This year the NCA conference offered short courses on the following topics: How to Teach Communication Theory to Introductory Students; Resources to Teaching Undergraduate Communiсation Research Methods; Teaching the College Course in Nonverbal Communication; Teaching Problem-Solving and Decision-Making in the Small Groups Course; Incorporating Technology into the Intercultural Communication Course; etc. 

· Book display.  This is usually an area where different publishing companies display their book products (including a variety of textbooks for teaching professors).  If you teach at the college level, you can select a copy of a textbook for your class and have it shipped out to you for free.  You review the book and if you decide to use it in class, you can keep it.   This is called "adopting a book". Publishing agents are interested in offering those copies for free, because in case of adoption, the book will be bought by a group of students who register for the class, and this brings considerable revenue to the publishing companies. As I found out, some publishing companies are ready to ship their textbooks overseas, including Russia. If any of you consider it for a trial, I can provide further information. 


Most of the NCA conference participants were college-university professors and graduate students from all over the US.  However, there were some colleagues from Western Europe including Great Britain, the Netherlands, and Finland (most of those whom I met work in the field of International Business Сommunication).  They also expressed their interest in making contacts with the RCA. 

During the conference I also had a meeting with a group of NCA scholars and administrators interested in collaboration with the RCA and Russian universities. I gave a short presentation about the RCA development, including its current projects, plans, and needs. The meeting resulted in two important outcomes: to start the planning of a joint 2002 conference in Russia (to be held in Pyatigorsk State Linguistic University, June 2002) and to do a grant search for financially supporting the RCA development. The US organizing committee has been formed to work on these objectives.

Olga Matyash

You can find detailed information about the NCA at: http://www.natcom.org
Our newsletters will also inform you about prominent scholars and institutions doing active work in Communication Studies.

Prominent scholars

Susov, Ivan Pavlovich, Tver State University (abstract)
Published over 200 scholarly works on language ontology, history of linguistics, phonetics, phonology, morphology, grammar, semantics, pragmatics, discourse analysis, etc. Acted as editor of 19 paper collections and over 30 monographs and textbooks. Organized 15 conferences in Kalinin/Tver. 

Volgograd State Pedagogical University (abstract)

The research laboratory "Language and Personality" headed by prof. Victor Shakhovsky and prof. Vladimir Karasik includes specialists working in the fields of emotive linguistics, cultural linguistics, text and discourse studies. The laboratory members have prepared and published 9 collections of scholarly articles (1994 - 2000), a significant number of doctoral dissertations, monographs, etc.

International Contacts

Steven Beebe Travels to Russia 

to Develop Joint Communication Curriculum

Programs

 Dr. Steven A. Beebe, Professor and Chair of Speech Communication at Southwest Texas State University and a member of the Coordination Committee of the Russian Communication Association, made a recent trip to Russia to develop a continuing interest in communication studies with Russian institutions of higher education.

In Moscow on September 21, 2000 he was met by the distinguished author and educator Dr. Boris Gershunsky, Vice President of the Russian Academy of Education, most interested in promoting communication education in Russia.

Dr. Beebe then traveled to Pyatigorsk to spend several days at Pyatigorsk State Linguistic University (PSLU) to continue his collaboration with this institution.  This was Dr. Beebe's third visit to Pyatigorsk and his eighth visit to Russia since 1993.  In Pyatigorsk Dr. Beebe gave several lectures to students and presented two faculty development workshops for professors of psychology, English, political science, sociology and several other disciplines.  Rector Yuri Davydov expressed considerable interest in hosting the first meeting of the Russian Communication Association in Pyatigorsk in 2002.  PSLU has extensive experience in hosting conferences and has state-of-the-art translation facilities as well as a keen interest in supporting communication instruction.

    While in Pyatigorsk Dr. Beebe visited the extensive library of speech communication books and journals (one of the largest  in not the largest collections in Russia) donated by the late Dr. Dale Leathers, former president of the National Communication Association and Mrs. Nancy Leathers. The U.S. American Embassy in Moscow provided logistical support for transporting this library to Russia. The library has already influenced one student to begin work on his Master of Arts degree at Southwest Texas State this fall.  While at PSLU Dr. Beebe signed an agreement of future collaboration between  Southwest Texas State University as well as an interest in hosting the RCA conference.  Rector Davydov discussed the recent State curriculum guidelines from Moscow that call for the development of new specialists in intercultural communication including instruction in verbal and nonverbal communication, presentational speaking, group communication and a wide range of communication topics.  PSLU is eager to establish new programs in intercultural communication affiliated with curriculum in linguistics, political science, and business administration.  Dr. Victor Mishin, Director of International Relations at PSLU, is looking forward to future collaboration with U.S. universities to develop communication curricula.

    Following his visit to Pyatigorsk Dr. Beebe visited St. Petersburg where he met with students and faculty at St. Petersburg State University for Culture and Arts.  He presented several lectures for students as well as faculty from St. Petersburg State University. Speech Communication has recently been added to the curriculum at St.

Petersburg State University for Culture and Arts for students who pursue degrees in music education and music management.   Dean of the School for Fine Arts and Communication, Russian film composer Victor Lebed, also remains keenly interested in augmenting instruction in speech communication in the university.

    Dr. Beebe has plans to return to Pyatigorsk to present faculty development seminars about communication studies for interested faculty.  He also plans to return to St. Petersburg to continue his collaboration with St. Petersburg State University for Culture and Arts.   Those interested in more information about these contacts may reach Dr. Beebe at his e-mail address:  SB03@swt.edu.
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